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12200 East State Route 69 Dewey, AZ 86327 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9am – 2pm Office Phone: 928-772-7047 

Health Emergency or Crime in Progress-Dial 911 

Suspicious Activity (non- emergency) 928-772-9261 (Prescott Valley Police Dept) 

mailto:Crier.Villages.AZ@gmail.com


 

Crier Deadline 15th of each month to Crier.Villages.AZ@gmail.com 

Advertising Deadline contact Susan Cousineau @ 928-713-2863                    Page 2 

2024 Activity Schedule 
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2024 Activity Schedule (cont’d) 
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Submitted by Linda Nelson 

MANAGER’S REPORT  
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RECREATION COMMITTEE NEWS 

Submitted by Jan Brown 
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Prescott Valley Library Events and 
Social Services References 
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Submitted by Rick & May Merrell 
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Title: Navigating the Digital World: A Guide to Cybersecurity for Seniors 

Dear Seniors, 

In this age of technological marvels and instant connectivity, the internet offers us a world of possibilities and lots 

of instant gratification to shop where we like, at any time day or night, and seems like it is easier than ever to get 

what we need, right? The Internet, however, also presents risks that we, as wise individuals, must navigate         

cautiously. Why?  Because there are dangers that are not visible and many who seek to take our hard-earned   

money from us. 

As told to me by Mike Smith recently, a neighbor of his experienced a cyber incident that serves as a valuable   

lesson for all of us, highlighting the importance of being vigilant while using social media, email, and the vast          

expanses of the World Wide Web. NOTE: this is NOT the only instance but serves as a good reminder of what to 

watch for. 

This neighbor, engrossed in an online news article, encountered a seemingly harmless link that led him or her 

down a perilous path. Clicking on it, the individual was informed that the computer had been infected with a virus. 

The screen urged a call to a number for assistance. Despite previous warnings to never call any number that jumps 

on your screen, the number was dialed, and the bad guys instructed in an official tone to allow the individual to 

grant access to the laptop. The result? A fully compromised system with all files on it encrypted, a completely    

unusable hard drive, and the files were rendered permanently inaccessible. 

Thankfully, local tech experts managed to intervene, utilizing a different operating system called Linux to access 

the computer and get the individual back to operation. Yet, this incident underscores the need for increased 

awareness and caution from all of us in the digital realm, especially for those who may not be as tech-savvy.     

Consider talking with your neighbors and friends about how to stay safe. Consider the value of your photos and 

other important documents that could be lost if such an occurrence happened to you. 

Here are a few essential tips that Mike passed along to ensure your online experiences remain secure: 

When in Doubt, Shut it Down: If you suspect any unusual activity or receive unexpected messages, shut down your 

device immediately. Taking this swift action can prevent further damage and give you time to assess the situation 

calmly. 

Think Before You Click: Resist the temptation to click on unfamiliar links. If you're unsure about a link's legitimacy, 

hover your mouse over it to preview the destination URL. If it looks suspicious or doesn't match the expected    

website, refrain from clicking. 

Question Everything: Not all information on the internet is accurate. Be discerning about the news, articles, and 

messages you encounter. If something seems too good to be true or sounds alarming,    fact-check with reliable 

sources before taking any action. 

Beware of Unsolicited Assistance: If a pop-up message or a phone call claims your computer has a problem, resist 

the urge to call the provided number. Legitimate tech support companies will never contact you without prior    

arrangement. Never grant remote access to your device unless you initiated the contact. When in doubt – call a 

neighbor or friend and don’t use the computer you are working on to do so.  

Remember, just like in the physical world, a healthy dose of skepticism can go a long way in safeguarding your 

digital life. Treat online threats like unwanted junk mail – discard them without hesitation. By following these     

simple guidelines, you can continue to spend enjoyable time on the internet while staying one step ahead of      

potential cyber threats. 

Stay safe and secure in the digital world!  Thanks to Mike Smith for providing the outline and back story for this 

item. 

Your Cybersecurity Advocate Submitted by: Tim Hoffman 
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ATTENTION: DOG OWNERS 

Submitted by: Vicky Bahr 
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